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committee against them; or they must take the risk
of opposing the bill as reported, although they still
approve of many of its features; er finally they must
accept the bill as it stands, and become responsible for
a measure with which they are not themselves fully
satisfied. The committees in fact use their power with-
out shrinking, and the annual budget, for example, has
been compared to a tennis-ball sent backward and
forward between the minister and the committee until
a compromise can be reached,1

M. Dupriez, in his excellent work on the ministers
in the principal countries of Europe and America,
paints in very strong colors the evils of the French
committee system. He points out how little influence
the ministers have with the committees, who often
regard them almost as the representatives of a hos-
tile power in the state.2 He shows that while the
ministers have no right to be present at committee
meetings, and are invited to attend only when they
wish to express their views, the committees claim a
right to examine the administrative offices, insist on
seeing books and papers, and volunteer advice.3 So
little respect, indeed, do the committees pay to the
opinions of the cabinet, and so freely do they amend
its bills, that, as M. Dupriez sarcastically remarks, the
government and the committee are never in perfect
accord except when the former submits to the latter.*
He says, moreover, that when a bill comes up for

1 Simon, Souviens toi du Deux Decembre, p. 314.

a Vol. ii. pp. 406-7.                    8 Id., pp. 395, 405, 423-24, 438-39.

* Id., pp. 405-6, 412.